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Liz Rayner has spent a 
lifetime caring for, and 

encouraging her students. 
Liz is a great supporter 
of Keithcot Farm Primary 
School’s International 
Program, which enables her 
to invite pupils from Japan 
and Korea into her classroom 
and practically share and 
explore her passion for Asian 
Studies with her students. 
Liz believes this helps inform 
students of the differences 
between cultures, but more 
importantly, understand the 
similarities seemingly diverse 
cultures share.

Liz treats all her students 
as individuals, showing that 
she understands, respects 
and cares for them. She 
promotes an interactive and 
collaborative classroom 
environment and recently 
introduced the use of 
interactive whiteboards that 
have become a valuable 
tool. Liz strongly advocates 
extracurricular activities and 
promotes music lessons, 
academic competitions, and 
student involvement in the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge.

Q: 	In your opinion, what makes a good teacher? 
A: 	A good teacher is someone who builds strong relationships with their students and parents. They promote a 

culture in their classes where all students feel valued and able to achieve.

Q: 	How do you maintain your enthusiasm for teaching? 
A: 	By trying to be adaptable, using various approaches and attempting new things. Involving my students in my 

planning and showing them that learning is an on-going process for us all.

Q: 	In hindsight, what do you wish your training provided you with more of? 
A: 	I wish we had been given more specific direction in some specialist areas such as science and physical education.

Q: 	What is the most difficult aspect of teaching today? 
A: 	With the expanding curriculum, and extra responsibilities we have, it is a challenge to cover everything required of 

us along with meeting individual students’ needs. 

Q: 	What is your greatest challenge as a teacher? 
A: 	Making sure all students progress to the best of their ability, and trying to make school enjoyable for them. 

Connecting with negative students can be a real challenge.

Q: 	How has teaching changed over the years? 
A: 	Far more is expected of teachers nowadays. On a positive note, relationships between teachers and students are 

less formal and children are more willing to approach their teachers with concerns. 

Q: 	What is the single most important thing you, as a teacher, can do to connect with individual students? 
A: 	I work hard to develop a class environment where all students feel safe, valued and respected. I make myself 

available when they need to see me.
 
Q: 	If you were the Minister for Education, Science and Training for a week, what would you try to change? 
A: 	Raise the profile of science and physical education in all schools by ensuring they were adequately resourced. I 

would also make sure all students had access to a counsellor. 

Q: 	What keeps you awake at night? 
A: 	Worrying about how I am going to get everything done that I need to. Individual students concern me if I feel I am 

not meeting their needs or connecting with them.

Q: 	If your students could describe you in three words, what would they say?
A: 	Fun, fair, and organised.
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Exploring  
multicultural  
similarities

Liz Rayner

For further information, please contact:
Janet Thomas, Public Relations, ASG on behalf of the NEiTA Foundation.  
Telephone: (03) 9276 7758  Mobile: 0402 837 758  Email: publicrelations@asg.com.au

The NEiTA Foundation is administered by the Australian Scholarships Group Friendly Society Limited 
ABN 21 087 648 879 Head Office: 23-35 Hanover Street Oakleigh Victoria 3166   
Telephone: (03) 9276 7777 Facsimile: (03) 9563 2780  Website: www.asg.com.au or www.neita.com 


